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Discover sedimentary rocks
Sedimentary rocks form from layers of sediment.

We discovered that Shetland was a desert about 400 million years ago when Shetland’s 
volcano was active.  The sedimentary rocks on the beach formed at this time.  There were 
no humans but sometimes flooding caused lakes to form and fish evolved in them.  Once 
Shetland was covered by a huge lake called Lake Orcadie.  Fossil fish from this lake can be 
found in South Mainland.

The rocks around Braewick are beautiful but you should not take them from the beach as 
they are part of our geological heritage.
Conserving this heritage is an important part of being a Geopark.

The rocks of this area are celebrated in Geoart exhibition near the Braewick cafe, created 
for Geopark Shetland by the Shetland Amenity Trust.

Braewick: part of Geopark Shetland  - Conserving our environment

Braewick is a beautiful part of Geopark Shetland. It is important to show respect for our environment 
and to think about making our area attractive for tourists.  We should keep Braewick tidy.   

We did a Voar Redd Up on Braewick beach.  Keeping our beaches clean makes for a healthier 
environment and is good for tourism.  We picked up over 10 bags of rubbish. We discovered that only 
six weeks after being cleaned up a beach can be dirty again. 

Please don’t leave your litter.  Help us to keep Braewick beautiful for everyone!
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Explore Braewick!
Braewick is one of the stops on the Geopark Shetland Volcano Trail.   We explored Braewick beach looking for different types of rocks. The rocks we found were 
igneous and sedimentary.  We used hand lenses to look closer at the rocks and see the crystals in them.

Discover igneous rocks
Igneous rocks form when magma cools.

One end of Braewick beach is made of granite.  This is made from magma 
that cooled slowly undeground.  The longer it takes to cool down the bigger 
the crystals in the rock.  There is a small cave at this end of the beach.

A fault runs down the middle of the beach.  At the other end of the beach we 
found lava from Shetland’s volcano.  Some of the rock from Shetland’s 
volcano was formed by pyroclastic flow.  This rock is called ignimbrite.  You 
can find it at the Grind o da Navir.   Pyroclastic flow can run at over 100 
miles an hour.

We recreated what Shetland might have looked like 400 million years ago 
and made Shetland’s Volcano erupt with baking powder and vinegar!

This poster was developed by pupils from Baltasound Junior High School.  It is one of 
a series of three posters that tell the story of the Baltasound Junior High School and 
Anderson High School visit to the Eshaness peninsula.  This was a joint project with 
the team from Geopark Shetland.  By discovering, exploring and contributing to 
the conservation of this wild place, pupils are working towards a John Muir Award.  
Thanks go to the Royal Society for part funding the visit and to the Braewick cafe for 
hosting it. 
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